SIX MONTHLY DIGEST OF RIGHT TO LIFE AUSTRALIA
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From the Incoming President's Desk

Dear Members,

As you know I have served as Vice President and Treasurer of Right to Life Australia for these
last 12 months. It has been an honour to serve in those roles supporting Dr Carling who I
believe is one of greatest advocates in the movement in the nation. It is my hope that her
leadership of the movement will continue as we evolve and modernise.
There have been a number of resignations from the board in recent times that I believe have
resulted from a campaign of unremitting bullying from persons inside and outside the
organisation. Such bullying behaviour is ugly at all times, but is particularly heinous when it
embodies a gendered dimension: namely men bullying women. It was a very sad thing to
witness and unworthy of the organisation.
Following these resignations, I have had to step in as President. In addition, Dr Marion Harris
has decided to continue in her role on the Board until the AGM supported by our newest
board member, Dr Terry Dwyer. So that is 3 Dr's: 2 PhDs and a medical doctor! It is a small
board of three active members but enough to get the job done of organising the AGM.
I attach the All Life Matters publication of Right to Life NSW. It is a strong statement of our
movement's commitment to the cause we serve. It shows how we are not alone in our
common struggle and have key allies in our common cause.
I also note that Pregnancy Care Australia (PCA), a wonderful enterprise that defends the
right to life from its earliest moment, has come to a position that it can better serve it’s
important mission in a new structure under the umbrella of Pregnancy Health Australia
(PHA). While we have been happy to support PCA for many years, and are sad to see them
leave us, we must respect PCA’s decision to pursue it’s future under a new organisational
structure. The RTLA Board has resolved to financially support PCA in its transition to a new
incarnation with PHA. We wish PCA well in its new and promising future.
This leads me to the big news of the day: that as the public officer of RTLA I now announce
that the AGM is to be held on Saturday 28 May 2022. Recent communication with Consumer
Affairs Victoria has indicated that this date is acceptable to the regulator.
The choice of this date is based on the need to not be distracted when we are fighting hard
to defeat the euthanasia bill in NSW. I am the CEO of Right to Life NSW and this is my key
priority. I cannot allow my role in RTLA to distract from my fight against the NSW euthanasia
bill. So late May is really the earliest time for an AGM to occur to allow me to fully engage in
the NSW campaign at this current critical stage.
Please see the back page of this publication for details of the AGM.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Right to Life Australia - I look forward to seeing you in
May at the AGM.
Yours in Life,

Dr Brendan Long

Update on Pregnancy Counselling Australia
The Beginning of a New Era
by Lois Dean, PCA Coordinator

Pregnancy Counselling Australia (PCA) was birthed in the 80’s to meet the needs of women and men
facing the challenges of an unplanned pregnancy. The vision at the time was to provide a phone
counselling service where anyone could call and speak anonymously to a caring, compassionate peer
counsellor. This simple act of being present and available has been an immeasurable gift to 1000’s of
women and men across Australia. Hundreds of willing volunteers have freely given that gift of time,
wisdom and care for more than 35 years.
Initially there were several PCA Centres throughout Victoria where ongoing support was available.
Over the years all of those centres have closed while the Helpline has continued - initially 24/7 and
currently available 8am – 10pm, 7 days/week. We still need to connect people with ongoing support whether financial, practical or emotional. Pregnancy Help Australia have a fast growing, Australiawide network of Pregnancy Support Centres – Hubs of Love.
The volunteers and committee of PCA have realised that partnering with Pregnancy Help Australia
would better serve those who call us. We share the same goals of supporting anyone who is facing a
crisis or unplanned pregnancy – our National phoneline is well suited to partner with the Pregnancy
Help Australia network of “Hubs of Love”. I am personally looking forward to a mutually beneficial,
collaborative relationship with Pregnancy Help Australia. It is with this new partnership and joint
vision for the future that PCA says Farewell to RTLA.
I am sincerely grateful to Right to Life Australia and everyone who has faithfully donated to support
this phone line over many years.
Now more than ever we need a safe place for men and women to talk through the challenges of an
unplanned pregnancy. If you would like to continue to support a robust, national helpline.
Here is a good news story I wish to share with you: The birth of a Baby Girl!
A precious baby girl was welcomed by a Melbourne couple in October 2021. This couple were
seriously considering abortion in February ‘21 when the expectant mother called the PCA phone line.
After the initial phone conversation where the young woman was able to share her challenges and
reasons for considering a termination, our counsellor was able to refer her to a PHA affiliated
pregnancy support centre, Women’s Life Centre, Bundoora. This Centre provided the on-going care
and support that enabled them to welcome their baby daughter into the world.
This highlights the positive partnership between PHA and PCA which we believe will be strengthened
by coming together under the same umbrella,
Please consider continuing to support our life-saving work by making a donation through this
website: https://pregnancyhelpaustralia.org.au/donate [Reference: PCA] or - send cheques to PCA via
Pregnancy Help Australia, POBox 7007, Spearwood, WA, 6163.
All donations are tax deductible!
Any questions can be referred directly to me at: admin@pregnancycounselling.com.au
With thanks to the RTLA board for their support over the last 12 months,

Lois Dean

RTLA
Annual
General
Meeting
Date: 28 May 2022
Time: 12noon
Location: Melbourne CBD+ Online(Hybrid
event)
NB: Exact location &/or Zoom links will be made available to
participants who RSVP.

Proxy forms & Nomination forms available on
request
Proxy due date: 12pm Friday 27 May 2022
Rules:
In order to participate you need to be a financial
member of the RTLA in 2022 verified by the current
committee by 12pm Friday 27 May 2022. Nominations from
members who are subject to disciplinary action, even if
unresolved and in the appeal stage, will not be accepted.
Dr Brendan Long will attend the meeting, open the meeting and
appoint the returning officer. At this stage he does not intend
to nominate for any position.
An election will be held for 6 positions and only 6 positions:
President,
Vice
President,
Secretary,
Treasurer
and
two
committee
positions.
If
there
are
insufficient
valid
nominations for the 6 positions, a smaller number of positions
will be filled.
Nominations
can
be
submitted
prior
nominations can be taken from the floor.

To register contact:

rtl@rtlaust.com
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